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as a valued partner to potential high-growth 
businesses with the ability to scale and create jobs. 
Through the Accelerator Programme, businesses 
will work with Black Umbrellas to identify relevant 
opportunities for growth. Seasoned business coaches 
will support the businesses in preparing for these 
opportunities, and Black Umbrellas will actively 
market programme participants to its networks. 
Over and above these interventions, Black Umbrellas 
will work with these businesses to help them secure 
funding to deliver on the opportunities that have been 
identified. 

The Accelerator Programme has been created to 
develop businesses that have potential to address 
South Africa’s broader economic needs. Empowering 
high-growth enterprises with the right resources 
and opportunities, with the intention of ensuring 
their sustainability and increasing their capacity to 
create jobs, can greatly contribute to South Africa’s 
economic growth. As an organisation that seeks to 
drive an inclusive and empowered economic future, 
we’re excited to see the businesses in the Accelerator 
Programme thrive and make a difference. 

This year, Black Umbrellas will continue to build 
impact on the momentum of its new model. Adopting 
a new, digital perspective has opened up doors 
of opportunity to extend the organisation’s reach, 
engage with a myriad of valued stakeholders, and 
develop solutions in line with our core mission. As 2022 
unfolds, we look forward to your continued support 
and engagement.

A word from the CEO… 

As we slowly peek our heads above the landscape 
of economic devastation for emerging small 
businesses, caused by the Covid-19 pandemic and 
the July 2021 unrest, we begin to see new possibilities 
and opportunities. In accordance with our mission, 
Black Umbrellas  continuously seeks to inspire, 
develop, mobilise and connect entrepreneurial and 
innovative people, solutions and resources to effect 
positive economic and social change. In Q1, we not 
only focused on improving our existing initiatives, 
but turned our gaze towards new opportunities for 
impact. 

One such exciting venture is the Black Umbrellas 
Accelerator Programme, which is to be launched in 
May 2022. The programme positions Black Umbrellas 
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Black Umbrellas kick-started the year with a crowdfunding campaign for the development of 12 Small and 
Medium Enterprises (SMEs). In a country where more than 60% of employment opportunities come from SMEs, 
their sustainability is key to economic growth. Although there is no shortage of talented entrepreneurs and 
innovative ideas, there is still a need for resources and support for sustainability. 

The CauseMatch campaign encourages individuals and organisations to support an entrepreneur’s dream 
and contribute to building our economic future. All proceeds raised will give 12 black-owned SMEs funded 
access to the Virtual Incubation programme. Through rigorous training interventions, immersive mentorship 
and structured business coaching, the programme will focus on developing SMEs to become sustainable and 
generate jobs. 

Join us in enabling equal and sustainable economic access by contributing here. 

DREAM
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SHARE

www.blackumbrellas.co.za

CREATE

GROW

You have the power 
to play a part in 
a black-owned 

business’s success.

CauseMatch 

https://www.causematch.com/en/projects/black-umbrellas/7232194133/
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Black Umbrellas hosted a stakeholder engagement 
breakfast on 24 March, the second of a series of events 
which aims to strengthen old and new relationships 
in the Black Umbrellas ecosystem, while exploring 
new areas of collaboration for economic revitalisation. 
The event was attended by representatives from 
the Eastern Cape Development Corporation (ECDC), 
the Industrial Development Corporation (IDC) and 
the Small Enterprise Development Agency (SEDA) 
amongst others, and took place at Black Umbrellas’ 
recently established business lounge in East London. 

“This is not only an opportunity to meet and engage 
face-to-face, but to network and build a robust 
ecosystem for SMEs in South Africa,” said Thina 
Hlophe, Stakeholder Engagement Manager at Black 
Umbrellas. 

The event also highlighted progress made by Black 
Umbrellas and its partners in the region. Chief 
Operating Officer, Xolile Ndumndum, confirmed that 
59 SMEs in the Eastern Cape are being developed 
through the Black Umbrellas programme. “We are 
hoping that we can grow that number through the 
collaboration in this room,” he added. 

With a vision to be a valued partner in enabling equal 
and sustainable economic access and participation, 
Black Umbrellas understands the importance of 
expanding its networks and widening its reach. 

To learn more on how you can partner with Black 
Umbrellas for Enterprise and Supplier Development 
initiatives that create sustainable impact, click here.  

Stakeholder Engagement Breakfast
East London 

https://blackumbrellas.co.za/investors/
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We are excited to announce the launch of the Siyafunda portal, where entrepreneurs and employees can 
access FREE business training and learning content to start and grow their businesses. 

To access the many learning modules that the platform has to offer, create a new account at siyafunda.
blackumbrellas.org. 

For any queries relating to the platform, please email training@blackumbrellas.org. 

Siyafunda – Our New Entrepreneurial 
Learning Portal Initiative
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Black Umbrellas is a partner at the Africa Tech Week 
Virtual Summit and Awards, which will take place on 11 
and 12 May 2022. 

Africa Tech Week is a technology conference, 
exhibition and a Technology Awards Ceremony, with a 
focus on educating African countries on the challenges 
and opportunities associated with plans and policies 
for the 4th Industrial revolution. Africa Tech Week will 
also recognize and reward companies on the continent 
that have demonstrated excellence in the area of 
innovative product development. 

As a member of the Black Umbrellas network of valued 
stakeholders, you’re invited to attend this exciting 
event! Register your interest today and be a part of the 
biggest tech summit in Africa. 

Africa Tech Week Conference 

Register Now

https://topco.co.za/africatechweek2022/
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Contact Details:
Black Umbrellas

Address: CRF House, 1st floor, 18 Acacia Road, Chislehurston, 
Sandton, 2146

Tel: 011 592 6401
Fax: 011 234 4020

Email: Help@blackumbrellas.org
Web: www.blackumbrellas.co.za 

Winner:
2019 International Business Innovation Association 
Dinah Adkins Incubator of the Year Award

www.blackumbrellas.co.za

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDz6uGZUzQ4Y5kbCVfOamcw
https://www.instagram.com/sblackumbrellas/
https://twitter.com/sblackumbrellas
https://www.facebook.com/blackumbrellas
https://www.instagram.com/sblackumbrellas/

