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Eco Acquittal is restoring dignity to rural communities. 
The company manufactures and distributes 
environmentally friendly treatment solutions for pit 
latrines, portable toilets and septic tanks. Directors at 
Eco Acquittal, Joslyn Silwana and Shella Mfisa, joined 
the Black Umbrellas incubation programme after a 
series of business failures. “We knew that joining Black 
Umbrellas would help us to become compliant and 
sustainable,” Shella explains. 

The directors agree that in order to build the legacy 
that they envision, they need the right foundation. 
Black Umbrellas is extremely proud to see the 
growth that Eco Aquittal has been able to attain 
and, like many other businesses in our programme, 

the difference that they are making in the broader 
economy. “Black Umbrellas has given us a great 
business coach who is hands-on and helps us to 
navigate business challenges,” said Joslyn. 
Without the support and collaborative efforts of 
Black Umbrellas funders and donors, it would be 
impossible to develop businesses like Eco Acquittal. 
Not only are they contributing to the economy, but 
they are uplifting local communities with a product 
that is designed for health, safety and human dignity. 
Many of the entrepreneurs on our programme are 
innovative; with your support, they can live up to their 
greatness. 

Watch the Success Story here.

What happens when you partner with us?

 “We knew that 
joining Black 

Umbrellas would 
help us to become 

compliant and 
sustainable.” Shella Mfisa and Joslyn Silwana, Directors at Eco 

Acquittal

Hyperlink: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rv-yV4LTBu4
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The Black Umbrellas Club is an individual giving 
initiative in support of the brilliant entrepreneurs on 
our Virtual Incubation Programme. As a non-profit 
organisation, Black Umbrellas partners with civil 
society and corporate investors to create a digital 
environment where entrepreneurs can dream, 
believe, create, grow and share.

Entrepreneurs in our programme receive:

• A dedicated business coach
• Optional access to a mentor
• Access to networking opportunities
•  Training that ensures their compliance and 

sustainability.

With your donation, an entrepreneur can reach 
their full potential and be a part of rebuilding our 
economy.

To donate to the Black Umbrellas Club, deposit 
directly to the banking details below or contact 
info@blackumbrellas.org for more information:

Banking details: 

Bank: Nedbank
Branch Code: 198765
Account Number: 1049659198
Nedbank Account type: Current Account
Account Name: Black Umbrellas NPC
Reference: Kindly use the following as a 
reference: Name + Surname + BU Club (For 
example: SamSmithBUClub)

Black Umbrellas is excited to announce that we are now a society and scheme of the 
National Lottery Commission. Each month you donate R50 towards the Black Umbrellas 
Club, you will be entered into a draw where you stand a chance to win R1000! 

Donate monthly and 
stand a chance to win 
R1000 each month!
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CauseMatch 

We’ve partnered with CauseMatch to launch an 
exciting campaign that seeks to raise R750 000 for 
the development of black-owned SMEs. The funds 
raised will cover the costs of 12 bursaries for qualifying 
entreprenurs who cannot afford our programme. In 
South Africa, SMEs are responsible for a majority of 
employment opportunities, making them an integral 
role-player in changing the face of the economy. 
CauseMatch is a crowdfunding platform that allows 
supporters like you to take part in our cause. In order 

for Black Umbrellas to continue the serious work of 
developing SMEs that create jobs and invigorate the 
business landscape, your participation is essential. 
Join us in the race to raise R750 000 and provide 12 
SMEs with the requisite skills and resources for their 
sustainability!

Click here to stay in the loop on our CauseMatch 
campaign. 

Western Cape Stakeholder Breakfast 
Black Umbrellas held the first of a series of 
Stakeholder Engagement Breakfasts in Claremont 
Cape Town, Western Cape, on the 9th of December 
2021. In compliance with Covid-19 restrictions, 
the breakfast engagement was attended by an 
intimate gathering of 20 attendees, comprising a 
delegate of Black Umbrellas stakeholders which 
included Zimkhitha Peter, CEO of Allan Gray Orbis 
Foundation Endowment, and Faheem Harris, Black 
Umbrellas alumnus and Managing Director of ZHAC 
Construction. 

The Western Cape Stakeholder Engagement Breakfast 
marked the beginning of an initiative that seeks to 
strengthen collaborations among Black Umbrellas’ 
myriad of partners in the public and private sector. 

The focus of the two-hour event was Ecosystem 
building and collaboration for economic revitalisation 
in the Western Cape. Black Umbrellas CEO, 
Mark Frankel, opened the event by detailing the 
history of the organisation and importance of 
leveraging partnerships to create impact within the 
entrepreneurial ecosystem. 

As a guest speaker, Zimkhita Peter expressed that 
much had been learnt through the partnership 
with Black Umbrellas, and that the Allan Gray Orbis 
Foundation Endowment could say with certainty that 
supporting small businesses is the best way forward 
for job creation in South Africa. 

The programme was concluded with Black Umbrellas 
alumnus, Faheem Harris, who detailed his experiences 
and successes since joining the Black Umbrellas 
programme. “We have increased employee numbers 
from 6 to 14 in 2021, and generated a turnover of R2.9 
million in 2020 during the Covid pandemic, he said. 

The intimate event was concluded with a networking 
session which allowed for partnerships to be 
strengthened and new partnerships to be formed.  

What We’ve Been Up To…

The Black Umbrellas Cape Town team who attended 
the stakeholder breakfast. From left to right: 
Jerome Eckles (General Manager – Entrepreneur 
Development), Kim English (Fundraising 
Administrator), Mark Frankel (Chief Executive 
Officer), Jocelyn Freed (Funder Engagement 
Manager) and Ezzad Fakier (Regional Manager)

https://blackumbrellas.co.za
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Contact Details:
Black Umbrellas

Address: CRF House, 1st floor, 18 Acacia Road, Chislehurston, 
Sandton, 2146

Tel: 011 592 6401
Fax: 011 234 4020

Email: info@blackumbrellas.org
Web: www.blackumbrellas.co.za 

0861 UMBRELLA

Winner:
2019 International Business Innovation Association 
Dinah Adkins Incubator of the Year Award

www.blackumbrellas.co.za

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDz6uGZUzQ4Y5kbCVfOamcw
https://www.instagram.com/sblackumbrellas/
https://twitter.com/sblackumbrellas
https://www.facebook.com/blackumbrellas
https://www.instagram.com/blackumbrellas_/

